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NEW ACADEMICAL INSTITUTION 
3 : 40 5 by 


| PROTESTANT DISSENTERS, 


IN THE YEAR 1786, 


RESOLUTION 8, . 


. Loox pon, January 13, 1786. 
L A aa reſpectable Meeting of a number of PRo- 
22 A TESTANT DISSENTERS, held by adjournment, 
0 to conſider their particular fituation with regard to Se- 
. on liberal principles, THomas Rocks, Eſq. was 
f called to the Chair; and the proceedings of a former 
| Meeting of December 13th having been read, as well 
5 as thoſe of the COMMITTEE then appointed to make 


revival of the Hoxton Academy, the following Reſo- 
lutions were agreed to. VVV 


I. RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY, That the declaration 
made on the part of Mr. Coward's Truſtees con- 
tains no ſatisfactory information reſpecting the re- 
vival of the Hoxton Academy on its late plan ; 
and does not render unneceſſary the vigorous ex- 
ertions of others for the immediate eſtabliſhment of 
a2 a fimilar Inſtitution. Fs | 
II. RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY, That it is of the 
greateſt importance to the PROTESTANT Dis- 
SENTERS, that proper Seminaries ſhould be eſta- 
bliſhed, on liberal principles, for the education of 
their Miniſters. 15 e 
III. ResoLveD UNANIMOUsLY, That the diſſolution 
of the Academies at Hoxton, Warrington, and 
Exeter, renders the moſt ſerious and general at- 
tention to this important ſubject — ne- 


mMinaries for the education of their Miniſters and Youth + 


application to Mr, Coward's Truſtees concerning the 


IV. 


t 1 


ceſſary: the Academy at Daventry alone, though 


highly reſpectable and uſeful, being inadequate to 


the exigencies of our preſent ſituation. 


RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY, That, in theſe cir- 
cumſtances, we eſteem it our duty to attempt, 


without delay, the eſtabliſhment of an Acaptmy+ 


CAL INSTITUTION, in or near the Metropolis, for 


the education of Miniſters. 


RESsOLVED UNANIMOUSLY, That it will be right 


ſo to form the propoſed Inſtitution, that Young 


Men, not intended for the Miniſtry, may be ad- 


 miſſible thereto, under proper reſtrictions and re- 


VI. 


gulations. 


RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY, That Mr. Coward's 
Truſt has been of very great uſe to the Diſſentin 


Intereſt : and that, by theſe reſolutions, we only 


mean to promote a common Cauſe, in the ſupport 


of which Mr. Coward's Truſtees and ourſelves are 


©_ equally intereſtee. SH 
VII. REsoLVED UNANIMOUSLY, That the Chairman 


be defired to tranſmit a copy of theſe Reſolutions 


to Mr. Coward's Truſtees, that they may be ac- 


quainted with the real intentions of this Meeting, 


VIII. RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY, That the Chairman 


be deſired to tranſmit a copy of theſe Reſolutions 


to the Truſtees of the late Warrington and Exeter 


IX. 


Academies; and to requeſt their concurrence in 


favour of the object of them. 
RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY, That the thanks of 
this meeting be given to the Committee for their 


conduct in the application to Mr, Coward's 


Truſtees. 


RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY, That the preſent | 
Committee, conſiſting of the following nine Gen- 


tlemen, viz. Thomas Rogers, Rev. Dr. Price, 
Rev. Hugh Worthington, Matthew Towgood, 


Michael Dodſon, Samuel Heywood, Benjamin 


Vaughan, Philip Slater, ind John Wanſey, be 
continued: and that the following fix Gentlemen, 
viz. Rev, Dr. Kippis, Rev. Dr. Rees, Adam Jel- 


licoe, 


Ee, 
hade, William Newman, Samuel Shore, jun. and 
Thomas Rickards, be added to it: and that any 
Seven of them have power to act. [4 


XI. RESsOLVED UNANIMOUSLY, That, the ſubje& of 
theſe Reſolutions being of a nature equally affec- 
ting the PRoTESTANT DissENTERS in every part 
of the kingdom, the Committee be inſtructed to 
requeſt the concurrence and fupport of the friends 

to ſuch an inſtitution, and be deſired to take mea- 
| ſures preparatory to another GENERAL MEETING 

ad and the choice of a GENERAL COMMITTEE, 
XII. ResoLvED UNANIMOUSLY, That the thanks of 
this Meeting be given to the Chairman for his 

_ zealous and impartial conduct. 


(Signed) 
| THOMAS ROGERS. 


3  Lonpon, February 14, 1786. 
1 En; 3 
HE Reſolutions, a copy of which we now ſend 
1 you, will inform you of an undertaking, in which 
a conſiderable number of Diſſenting Miniſters and Lay- 
men have engaged. Holy impreſſed by a conviction 
of the importance of a liberal plan of education, they 
think nothing ſo neceſſary to the proſperity of the inter- 
eſt, to which, as Proteſtant Diſſenters, they are at- 
tached, as proper Inftitutions for the education of their 
 'Youth; and more eſpecially for preſerving a ſueceſſion 
of able Miniſters, by communicating to candidates for 
the Miniſtry ſuch inſtructions, and ſubjecting them to 
ſuch diſcipline, as ſhall beſt aſſiſt them in judging for 
| themſelves, improve them in valuable knowledge, guard 
them againſt bigotry and party prejudices, and at the 
| ſame time form their characters to a rational piety and 
zeal; and thus qualify them for doing honour to their 
profeſſion, and for conducting the ſervices of religion 
among us with credit and fucceſs, ee 
PEN FE = | After 
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After enjoying the benefit of ſuch Inſtitutions, 
formerly at Taunton, under Mr. Grove and Dr. Amory; 
at Bridgwater, under Mr. Moore; at Findern, near 
Derby, under Dr. Latham; and at Kendall, under 
Dr. Kotheram ; and lately at Warrington, Exeter, and 
Hoxton z; we now ſee ourſelyes reduced to the ſingle 
Academical Inſtitution at Daventry, in Northampton- 
ſhire, ſupported by the late Mr. Coward's Truſt. We 
think highly of this Inſtitution ; we reſpe& the Tutor 
at the head of it; and we wiſh it all poſſible ſucceſs. 
But it is by no means adequate to all our exigencies, 
nor does it anſwer all our views. In conſequence of its 
diſtance, that part of the Body of Difſenters with which 
we are connected, which is ſituated in and near London, 
and in the proſperity of which the General Cauſe is 
materially concerned, is ſubject to many diſcourage- 
ments. And we think it neceſſary to obſerve, that 
whatever inconveniences may be apprehended from 
eſtabliſhing the propoſed Inſtitution in the vicinity of 
London, the experience of ſimilar Inſtitutions gives juſt 
reaſon to expect, that ſuch inconveniences may, with 

roper attention, be avoided or counterbalanced. The 
3 is the centre to which all orders of men na- 
turally direct their attention. It is the place where moſt 
perſons have ſome relations or friends - where able 
Tutors in every branch of literature and ſcience can be 
moſt eaſily procured - where ſupplies for Congregations 
are moſt frequently wanted where Students will have 
opportunities of forming important connections, of 
hearing a variety of Preachers, and of procuring acceſs 
to valuable libraries and where Divinity- ſtudents in 
particular may obtain the aſſiſtance of donations and 
funds, more ample and numerous than any that are to 
be found elſewhere, But above all, it is the ſituation 
where alone can be enjoyed the efſential advantage of a 
ſuperintending Committee, always preſent, for regulat- 
ang and governing an Academical Inſtitution”  _ 

Under the influence of theſe and other conſiderations, 
the annexed Reſolutions have been unanimouſly agreed 
0; and if they ſhould be approved and ſupported in 
other parts of the kingdom with an ardour like that 
with which they have been adopted in London, they 
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will anſwer the farther very deſirable purpoſe of cement- 


ing together a body of men at preſent too little known _ 


to one another, and too much unconnected. x 
It is obvious, that the extent of our plan, compre- 
hending two great objects, expreſſed in the 4th and 5th 
Reſolutions muſt depend, in a great meaſure, on the 
degree of encouragement which will be given to it. 
We, therefore, requeſt the favour of you to acquaint 
us, by a letter directed to our Chairman, or any friend 
in the Committee, how far our views meet with your 
approbation and that of your friends. Et 
We ſhall thankfully receive any information or 
advice: and if favoured with your concurrence, ſhall 
continue to tranſmit to you an account of our pro- 
connmpgs. = * 
Should we be fo happy as to find, that the liberal- 
minded in general among the great Body of Diſſenters 
are diſpoſed to unite their zeal and exertions to ours, 
the undertaking, in its utmoſt extent, will be no leſs 
practicable than important: and we ſhall reflect with 
pleaſure that, by ſuch concurrence, we are enabled 
more effectually to ſerve a cauſe, which we think in 
the higheſt degree friendly to truth and free enquiry, 
and conſequently to genuine chriſtianity and the beſt 

_ intereſts of mankind. 
We are, Sir, with great reſpe&t, 
Your moſt humble ſervants, 
 Tromas Roc RS, Chairman, Newington-green, 
 Micnaer Dopson, Boſwell- court, 
SAMUEL HEywoop, Harpur- ſtreet, 5 
ADAM IJELLIIcokx, Highbury- place, Iſlington, 
ANDREW KIP PIs, Crown-ſtreet, Weſtminſter, 
WILLIAM NEWMAN, Snow, hill, . 
RICHARD PRICE, Newington- green, 
ABRAHAM RBES, Old Jewry, 
THOMAS RIckAR DS, Hackney, 
SAMUEL SHORE, jun. Lincoln's Inn, 
PHILIP SLATER, Poultry, 
MaTTHEw TowGcoop, Hackney, 
BENIATN V AUGHAN, Jeffries-ſquare, 
JohN Wansey, Lothbury, 98 | 
HucH WoRTHINGTON, Highbury-place, Iſ- 
lington, e 
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Low pov, March 1 oth, 1786, 


T a numerous arid reſpectable Meeting of the 
Friends of a New Ae ADpEMICAL INnsSTiTUTION 


among Proteſtant Diffenters, for the education of their 
1 Minift 

called to the Chair; and the proceedings of the laſt 
General Meeting of January 13th having been read and 
unanimouſly confirmed, the Chairman made the follow- 


ers and Youth, THOMAS Roctrs, Eſq. was 


ing Report from the Committee: viz. 
IN purſuance of the Inſtructions of the laſt Gene- 


ral Meeting, your Committee have endeavoured to ac- 
compliſh the end of their appointment. For this pur- 

| Poſe, they have tranſmitted to the Truſtees of the War- 
rington and Exeter Academies copies of the Reſolu- 


tions of the ſaid Meeting; and have circulated other 
eopies through various parts of the kingdom, accom- 
panied with a letter repreſenting the importance of the 
intended Inſtitution. / LO Wen 

Your Committee have made particular application 


to the Truſtees of the Warrington Academy for the 


uſe of the Library and Apparatus of that Inſtitution, 
and for Aſſiſtance out of its remaining funds, under 
ſuch reſtrictions as might be thought neceſſary: and 


they have received letters, in return, from ſeveral of 
the Truſtees, containing aſſurances of their diſpoſition 
to promote your Plan, and to favour the attainment of 


the object of your wiſhes, 
Letters have alſo been received from fome of our 


Ffiends who are Truſtees of the Exetet Academy, ex- 


preſſing their approbation of the Defigh. 


Your Committee have the pleaſure of adding, that 


many reſpectable perſons, in different parts of the 
kingdom, have communicated their ſentiments to the 


ſame effect; and afforded us good reaſon to hope for 


their zealous concurrence and ſupport. 


Beſides theſe general expteflions of approbation and 
encouragement, many Friends of the Inſtitution, both 


In 


„„ 
in town and country, have explicitl declated their in- 
tention of aiding it by liberal contributions, as ſoon as 
a ſubſcription is opened for that purpoſe. 


In addition to the extenſive correſpondence which 


has been carried on by your Committee, they have 
employed themſelves in preparing a number of Pro- 
poſitions relative to the eſtabliſhment and external re- 


gulation of the intended 3 in order to ſubmit 
the ſame to your conſideration. Having proceeded thus 
far in the buſineſs, they have called you together to lay 
before you a Report of what they have done, that you 
may determine upon ſuch meaſures as you ſhall now 
judge to be proper for the completion of the great Ob- 
ject in view. es | = 


When your Committee refle& on the zeal and libe- 
rality of the Friends to the preſent Plan; on the expect- 


ed permanence of the Inſtitution ; on the benefits likely 
to reſult from it to the intereſts of truth and religion, 
learning and liberty; and, eſpecially, on the effect it 


may have on the knowledge and virtue, the reputation 
and happineſs of the riſing generation among Proteſtant 
Diſſenters; - they come before you with peculiar ſatis- 


faction; not doubting that your proceedings on this 
occaſion will have an unanimity and a ſpirit, worthy of 
the important Deſign which you are met 1 to 
protect, to encourage, and to carry into full exe- 
Cution. | | | | IE 


The Report having been read, the following Re- 


ſolutions were propoſed and UNANIMOUSLY agreed 


to, VIZ. 


I. THraT it is the opinion of this Mening, that there 
is ſufficient encouragement to eſtabliſh an Acade- 
mical Inſtitution for the education of our Mi- 
niſters and Vouth, on liberal principles, and to 
hope that it will be permanent: and, therefore, 
that the buſineſs of forming ſuch an Inſtitution be 
undertaken without farther delay, and vigorouſly 
purſued ;—that the fituatian of it be in the neigh» 
bourhood of London: - and that it be opened, if 
poſſible, for the reception of Students, on or before 
the 29th of September next. 5 
35 B II. THar 
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of}. 


Thar x paymerit of forty guineas or up yardb, 


in one ſum; ſhall conſtitute a Governor for life ;. 


and that the payment of two, three, four, or five 


* 
* 


guineas, or upwards, before the 24th of June 


next, as an annual ſubſcription, ſhall conſtitute 


an Annual Governor: but that, in order to give 


ſtability to the proceedings of General Meetings, 

and permanence to the Inſtitution, ſome farther 
regulatiens be adopted as to thoſe who ſhall be- 
come Annual Subſcribers after the 24th of June, 
in either of the above claſſes.— That the annual 


fubſcriptions ſhall bear date from the 24th of June, 


or the 25th. of December, immediately preceding 


the time of ſubſcription ; and that they be colle&-. 


ed for the enſuing year.— That Governors ſhall 


have a right to vote at all General Meetings, and 


be eligible into the General Committee: except 


ſuch Annual Governors whoſe ſubſcriptions are in 
"ROT TT r „ 


That a General Annual Meeting of the Governors 


of the Inſtitution be held on the third Wedneſday 
in January, to ele& officers, receive reports, and 


IV. 
-. 60 Members, of whom a proportion ſhall be elect- 


tranſact other buſineſs reſpecting the Inſtitution. = 
THar a GENERAL CoMMITTEE, conſiſting of 


ed from among the Governors in the country, be 
choſen by the riext General Meeting : and that 


this. Committee have power to take ſuch meaſures 


as they ſhall think moſt proper for the eſtabliſhment 
and ſupport of the Inſtitution ; to direct the ap- 
pfropriation of its funds and other property ; and 


to contract and fulfil the engagements neceſſary. 


for attaining the objects of it: and that they have 


pour alſo, ſubject to the controul of General 
eetings, to form rules and orders for the internal 
management of the Inſtitution; particularly re- 


ſpecting the admiſſion, education, or excluſion of 
the Students; and the means proper to be uſed 


for promoting their religious temper and moral 
conduct. l eee 


1 1 . V. Trar 


I- 11. ] 


. TRA * vacangies- ſhall be declared in the Ge- 


neral Committee at each General Annual Meeting ; 
being ſuch as ſhall have been, occaſioned by death, 


| At | reſignation, or failure of ſubſcription.: or, if the 


_ 


vacancies ſo occalioned ſhall. not amount to fix, 
this number ſhall he completed by Iot, confined to 
the members of the original Committee, while any 
ſuch remain; and afterwards by; e and lot 

if neceſſary. 


VI. THAT all ee, in the Gn 1 


- ſhall be filled up at the General Annual Meeting 
in January: and that the Members, whoſe places 
therein ſhall have been vacated. ſhall not be ere 
by incapacitated for re-electioůon. 


vn. THarT four Governors be choſen by the @uneral 
Meeting out of the General Committee as Truftees; 
who ſhall ſign a proper declaration, or deed of 


truſt, ſo that all property, real or perſonal, veſted 


in them for the benefit of the Inſtitution, together 


with the iſſues and profits thereof, may be laid out 


and transferred upon land, buildings, or other 
property, or upon real or government ſecurities, 


or applied for the immediate uſe and ſupport of the 


Inſtitution, as the General Committee {hall direct; 


ſuch perſons to be permanent Members of the 
Truſt, and of the General Committee, while they 


remain qualified as Governors; and all vacancies 


in the Truſt to be filled up by a General Meeting. 


VIIL 'Trar three Governors be choſen by the Gene- 


ral Meeting out of the General Committee, as a 
Committee of Treaſury, who ſhall receive and diſ- 
bunſe the current caſh of the Inſtitution, and ſu- 
1 the collection of ſubſcriptions, under 
the direction and controul of the General Com- 
mittee. 5 


IX. Trar three 8 not Poing Aber of 


the General Committee, be appointed by each 
General Annual Meeting, to audit the accounts of 
the Inſtitution, and report thereon to the enſuing 


General Meeting. 
3 X. TAT 
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X. Tür in Officer, under che denomination of 4 


Clerk or Collector, be annually choſen by the 
General Committee, at ſuch ſalary as they ſhall ap- 


point; who ſhall enter the accounts of the Inſti- 


rution in a book, circulate notices for the Ge- 


neral Meetings and the Meetings of Committees, 


attend ſuch Meetings, keep minutes of all pro- 


ceedings, and collect the annual ſubſcriptions: 
and that ſuch Officer ſhall enter into a bond to the 


Truſtees, with one or more ſureties, in the penalty 


of 5col. or of any other ſum which the Com- 


mittee ſhall appoint, for the due payment into the 


hands of the Treaſurers of all monies, which he 


| ſhall collect or receive for the uſe of the Inſtitu- 


wa 
XI. 


Txrar the General Committee ſhall meet at ſix 
o'clock in the afternoon, on the firſt Tueſday after 
each Quarter-day, or oftener, if neceſſary, four of 


their number having power to ſummon any extra- 
ordinary Meeting; and thirteen having, on all oc- 


cafions, power to act: that they keep regular mi- 
nutes of their proceedings, to be reported to the 
enſuing General Meeting: and that they have 


power at any time to ſummon a General Meeting. 


on giving ten days notice of the time and place, 


and of the purpoſe for which it is ſummoned. 


XII. Tar the General Committee do appoint from 


among themſelves, at every Quarterly Meeting, a 
SUPERINTENDING COMMITTEE, conſiſting of ſe- 


ven Members, to meet once a month, or oftener ; 


three of them having power to act; for the purpoſe 


of viſiting the Inſtitution ; of attending to the ex- 
ecution of the rules and orders for the manage- 
ment of it; of inquiring into the conduct and im- 
provement of the Students, and of maintaining 


the authority of the Tutors, and enforcing proper 


diſcipline; particularly by ſuſpenſion, during plea- 


* 


ſure, of any Student, if it ſhould be found ne- 


ceſſary. And that the Superintending Committee 


have power to ſummon a Meeting of the General 


Committee, 


E 


| Eottmittes, and that any one ofthe Tutors ſhall have 
power to aſſemble the Superintending Committee. 


XIII. Tur Gentlemen of ability and character be 

engaged as ſoon as poſſible as Tators - due regard 
being had in the appointment of ſuch to the funds 
and the objects of the Inſtitution. 


XIV. The Chairman having reported, that he has 
"reaſon to hope, that the E Dr. Price, Dr. 
Kippis, Dr. Rees, and Mr. Worthington, may 
de prevailed upon to take a part in the conduct of 
this Inſtitution as Tutors: Reſolved, that applica- 
tion be made to theſe Gentlemen for this purpoſe; 
and that an addition be made of ſuch Tutor, or 
Tutors, as ſhall ſeem neceſſary for attaining the 
ends of the Inſtitution. 


XV. THAT all yacancies among the Tutors of the * 
ſtitution be filled up by the General Committee. 


XVI. Tnar the Students ſhall lodge and board in a 
| houſe to be provided at the expence of the Inſti- 
tution for that purpoſe: and that one or more of 
the Tutors be reſident: one of whom ſhall have 

_ the government of the family. 


XVII. THAT no Divinity- ſtudents be ainiins . = 
the age of 16 years; nor any Lay-ſtudents under the 
age of 15 years nor above the age of 18 years=-that 
no Student be admitted without ſufficient teſtimoni- 
als—and that the rules and orders formed for the 

Internal government of the Inſtitution be read, in 

the preſence of at leaſt three Members. of the Su- 
perintending Committee, to each Student at his 

admiſſion, who ſhall declare his reſolution of con- 
forming to them. 


XVIII. THrar there be an annual examination of the 
Students on the Tueſday after the firſt Sunday in - 
October, in the preſence of ſuch Members of the 

General Committee as ſhall chuſe to attend, and 
ſuch friends as may be invited: and that one day 
in the month, during the ſeſſion, be ſet apart for 
the delivery of compolitions of different N 
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the'Studefits, before the Tutbr, and: any Mem- 
bers of the Committee, or any of their friends, 


who may attend. 


XIX. That the Students ſhall be required, to . 
on or before the third Monday in September; and 
tkat the ſeſſion begin on the Monday, next after the 
29th of September, and cloſe on the Iſt of July. 


; XX. Tuar on the laſt Wenneſday | in. April an Annual 


Sermon ſhall be preached before the friends of the 


Inſtitution, by a Miniſter appointed by the, Ge- 


neral Committee, on ſome ſubject relating to reli- 
gious liberty, the rights of private judgment, or 


other fundamental principles of the Inſtitution; 


and that previous notice be given of the ſame. 


XX. Thar on the ſame. day, the Supporters and 


Friends of the, Inſtitution be invited to dine to- 


gether, at a place to be appointed by the General 


Committee. = 


XXII. Tuar it be requeſted, that all legacies a 


money, books, philoſophical inſtruments, or other 
property intended for the uſes of the Inſtitution, be 
N bequeathed (for the preſent) bebe, to the fol- 
lowing form: viz. 


J give and bequeath the 1 ff . 1 
other property, according to the caſe; to YE. Rogers, : 
E. of Newington Green, in the county of Middleſex, 


to be by him applied to the uſe of the. [cademical In- 


Alan among Proteſtant as e mn ounded in the 


year 1786, in the neighbaurhaad of 


ndon, for the 
Education of Minifters and Youth. 


- XXIII. THAT as a permanent fund is * great im- 


portance to the proſperity and continued el 
ence of this Inſtitution, it be moſt earneſtly re 


commended to the General Committee to form a 
plan for the eſtabliſiment of ſuch a fund as ſoon 


as poſſible. 


XXIV. THAT no laws paſſed by a General Meeting 
ſhall be repealed, or altered, unleſs two thirds of 


two ſucceeding General Meetings reſpectively con- 
cur in the determination: the interval between 


ſuch meetings not being leſs than a month. 11 
| he 


viz. Thomas Rogers, Eſq. Andrew 


18 

The following Reſolutions were then propoſed and 
+ carried UNANIMOUSLY, Viz, Es 

THAT the thanks of this Meeting be given to the Com- 

mittee for their paſt ſervices--that the preſent Com- 
mittee, conſiſting of the following 6 gentlemen, 


| Kippis, D. D. 
Richard Price, D. D. Abraham Rees, D. D. Rev. 
Hugh Worthington, Michael Dodſon, Samuel 
Heywood, Adam Jellicoe, William Newman, 


Thomas Rickards, Samut, Shore, jun. Philip 


Slater, Matthew Towgoddz! Benjamin Vaughan, 


1 


and John Wanſey, Eſqrs/*he continued. And 


o 


that the following fourteen? Gentlemen be added 


to it, viz. Nath. Barnardiſten, Henry Beaufoy, 
M. P. Richard Cooke, Edward Grubb, Chriſtian 


Heinekin, Thomas Brand Hollis, George Jeffery, 


Edward Jeffries, John Ingram, Thomas Lees 
© Brough Maltby, William Smith, M. P. George 


> 


| Webſter, and John Yerbury; Efqrs. 


Tu 


Ar the Committee be inſtructed to renew their en- 


deavours for obtaining the uſe of the Library and 
Apparatus belonging to the late Warrington Aca- 


demy, and any other aſſiſtance, which the Truſtees 


and Subſcribers to that Inſtitution may think 


proper to grant :—and that the Committee be far- 
ther directed immediately to open a ſubſcription in 
London, and to circulate propoſals for the ſame 


through different parts of the kingdom—and to 
take any other meaſures, ſubject to the approbation 
of the next General Meeting, for eſtabliſhing and 

perfecting the propoſed Inſtitution: and that ſuch 
General Meeting be convened as ſoon as it ſhall be 


found expedient. 


Far the thanks of this Meeting be given to the 
Chairman for the judgment, impartiality, and zeal, 
with which he has conducted the buſineſs of it. 


(signed) THOMAS ROGERS, Chairman. 


N. B. 8 abſer iptions for this Inſtitution will be received 
by 


the Chairman, or any other Gentleman of the 


Committee. 
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5 | Lonpon, March 28, 1786. 
1 1 
TL TAVING on a former occaſion communicated to 
you a propoſal for eſtabliſhing an Academical In- 
ſtitution in the vicinity of London, for the Education 
of Miniſters and Youth among Proteſtant Diſſenters, 
and requeſted the favour of your concurrence ; we have 
nov the pleaſure to inform you that this buſineſs is ac- 
tually undertaken. The incloſed Reſolutions of a re- 
ſpectable Meeting, hel& on the 1oth of March, contain 
the outlines of the Plan upon which the Inſtitution is to 
be formed and conducted: they will enable you to judge 
of our proceedings: and we hope they will meet with 
pour approbation, ”  _ 5 

Our Views are directed to an Object, which is not 
only important in itſelf, but which, we truſt, will be 
extenſive in its utility, and permanent in its duration. 
Apprized of the Jificulries attending the accompliſh- 
ment of the Deſign, we endeavour to avail ourſelves of 
the Judgment and Experience of its Friends in every 
part of the kingdom; and we have no doubt of obtain- 
ms their aſſiſtance in ſuch a manner, as to render our 
reſources adequate to the magnitude and extent of the 
Odject. A Subſcription has been already opened, in pur- 
ſuance of the ſecond Reſolution ; and the generoſity of 

_ thoſe who have had an opportunity of contributing, en- 
courages us to proceed with alacrity and vigour. But 
being deſitous of tranſmitting the Reſolutions of the 
General Meeting to our Friends without loſs of time, 
and apprehending that it would be agreeable to you to 
know what we have done in the courſe of a few days, 
ſince the commencement of the Subſcription, we incloſe 
the Lift of preſent Subſcribers: which we expect will 
be conſiderably enlarged by the names of perſons in 
London, to whom we have not yet had leiſure to 

5 e 7 
* the moſt mature deliberation, we have deter- 
mined to eſtabliſh the propoſed Inſtitution in the neigh- 
bourhood of London; but at ſuch a diſtance from it as 
| ES TEN may 


1 1723] 5 


may beſt tend to unite the benefits of the Country with. 


thoſe of the Capital: and this fituation, we have reaſon: _ 


to believe, is, all circumſtances conſidered, the moſt 
favourable for our purpoſe. Whilſt we are fully con- 
vinced of the advantages that recommend it, we are 
not unapprized of the objections to which it is liable; 
but moſt of theſe objections are common to it with other 
ſituations, and all of them, we apprehend, will be ef- 
fectually obviated by the ſyſtem of internal regulation 
and diſcipline which we propoſe to adopt, and for the 
conduct of which a Committee will be appointed, 
who, in aid of the refident Tutor, or Tutors, and by a 
ſupport of their authority, without intruding on their 
province, will make it the object of diligent attention. 
Under ſuch a ſyſtem of ' diſcipline, comprehending 
without diſcrimination Students for the Miniſtry and 
 Lay-Students, we have no doubt that their union, ſo- 
far from being detrimental, will be beneficial to thoſe 
of both deſcriptions. The Education. proper for the 
former will, in moſt of its parts, and in a variety of 
reſpects, be highly advantageous to the latter. It will: 
give them ſuch an enlarged acquaintance with the 
Principles of Religion and Liberty, and cheriſh in 
their minds ſuch a lively ſenſe of the importance of 
theſe Principles, as will conduce to prevent that in- 
difference to them which is equally reproachful. and 
 Injurious, and to guard them, at a period of danger, 
from the ſnares of ſcepticiſm and infidelity. We, 
therefore, indulge the. hope, that the Inſtitution we 
have in view, by anſwering theſe important and uſeful 
_ purpoſes, will contribute towards ſupplying the Com- 
munity with enlightened and well-principled Citizens, 
as well as our feveral Congregations with able and 
faithful Miniſters. Not to add, that the attachments 
of Youth will be productive, in advancing years, of 
mutual benefit both to Miniſters and to Lay-Gentle- 
mem. | | 55 RE 
With reſpe& to our choice of Tutors, we think it ne- 
ceſſary to inform you, that by directing our attention 
to the Gentlemen whoſe names occur in the 14th Re- 


| ſolution, we do not mean to confine our views to Lon- 
5 c den 


e „„ 
don Miniſters. On the contrary, it is our earneſt de- 
fire, and, we are happy to add, our reaſonable expec- 


tation, that our funds may ſoon become fufficiently 
ample, to admit of granting ſuch Appointments to 


Profeſſors, as ſhall induce the ableſt and beſt Men, 
wherever they may reſide, to relinquiſh their other emo- 


luments, and to devote themſelves, as far as ſhall be 
thought requiſite, to the ſervice of the Inſtitution. 


As this Inſtitution is deſigned to comprehend the 


5 Great Body of Diſſenters, with which we are con- 


nected, through the kingdom, and any others whoſe 
views may coincide with ours, and as the benefits of it 


are likely to be generally diffuſed, we are induced to 
apply to you, and to our other friends, for patronage 


and aſſiſtance. Our Plan admits of various Subſcrip- 


tions ; and we ſhall thankfully receive any Donation, 
or annual Contributions, which thoſe, who are con- 
vinced of the importance and utility of our Deſign, may 
be diſpoſed to remit to us. 1 


We beg leave to add, that we are taking every prudent 


and practicable meaſure for ſecuring permanence to the 


Inſtitution, and for preventing its being hereafter con- 


_ ducted on principles, different from thoſe of its Founders. 
The Regulations ſuggelted in the ſecond Reſolution, 


with regard to thoſe who become Subſcribers after the 
24th of June next, will be formed with this view; ſo that 


the Contributions of the preſent Friends of the Inſtitu- 
tion may not be alienated or mifapplied in any future 


period: and we fhall appropriate, as foon as poſſible, a 


part of our income towards eſtabliſhing a durable 


In this Undertaking our eu is quickened by reflect. 


ing on the general ſtate of Education in this kingdom, 


on the want of due attention to this important cs 
which has too much prevailed in that Body of Dif- 
ſenters, to which we belong, and on the tendency of 


a liberal Plan of Education to promote the ſpread of 


Truth, and the improvement and happineſs of Man- 


kind. We, therefore, truſt, that no difference of opi- 
nion will ariſe, which may weaken our Strength by 


dividing it; but that we ſhall by united endeavodrs ac- 


complith a ſervice, that will be ſubſtantial and ef- 


f ect ual. | 


tw) 


We rejoice in the proſpe& of ſucceſs : and 105 
that the — and Promoters of this Inſtitution vil 

derive from it an increaſing recompence of their libera- 
lity and zeal; and that future generations will have 


| cauſe to review their exertions with gratitude | and 


pleaſure. 
We are, Sir, with great reſpect, 
Your moſt humble Servants, 


THOMAS ROGERS, Cnarnman, NewincTon-Greens 
NATHANIEL BARNARDISTON, FexcauRrcn-Bullo- | 


INGS, 
BENRY BEAUFOY, GS EA Gronce-STREET, | 
RICHARD COOKE, CrxuTcutp-Friars, 
MICHAEL DODSON, BoswELL-CovurT, | 
1 2 GRUBB, FERGIE ITS; THAMES< 
STREET, 05 
CHRISTIAN HEINEKIN, PeCkHaAM, © | 
SAMUEL HEYWOOD, Haryvs-STrREET, | 
THOMAS BRAND HOLLIS, CneorenyiELD-STREET, 
May FAIR, 
GEORGE JEFFERY, TarocmokTON-STREET, 
EDWARD JEFFRIES, ST. Tromas' s HosPiTAL, SOUTH» 
' WARK, 
ADAM JELLICOE, HicnnBvury-PLace, leLixcron, 
JOHN INGRAM, BILLITER-SSyARR, | 
ANDREW KIPPIS, Crown-STREET, WESTMINSTERs 
THOMAS LEES, NawixcTon, 
BROUGH MALTBY, BarGE-YaRD, 
WILLIAM NEWMAN, Snow-HiLlL, 
RICHARD PRICE, Newtnorton: GREEN, 
ABRAHAM REES, Ord IZWR T, 
THOMAS RICKARDS, Hackney, 
SAMUEL SHORE, Jux. Lincoln's Inn, 
PHILIP SLATER, PouLTRry, 
WILLIAM SMITH, CLaynan, | 
"| MATTHEW TOWGOOD, Hackxnszr, 

BENJAMIN VAUGHAN, Jeppares-Sqpanr,' 

JOHN WANSEY, LoTaBuURY, 

GEORGE WEBSTER, BUCKLERSBURY;. 
HUGH WORTHINGTON, HIORHBZVURAT-PLAOx, lor in- : 
TON, 


: JOHN Wen. Gracrenvacu-SraeeT, 
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